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“Snow Crystal Vase” by Marilyn Keigley
) (
Three months of competition are left before our year-end competition and banquet!  I can’t believ
e how fast the year has gone and how much our club’s photographers have learned.  The images shown each month are wonderful!
So it seems odd to think about next year already but now is a great time to plan your photo-adventures for the new assigned subject
s. The list and details are listed further in this newsletter.  Now is a good time to plan out 
which
 subjects interest you and when you may want to get out to photograph the assigned subjects.  
Planning a vacation?  Perhaps some of the assigned subjects will really hit the mark and
 provide you with a great image, and a g
reat vacation photo.
What excites you?  What is the best time of the year for you t
o get out to shoot?  Where will you go to get that image?  Just put a little forethought into what the assigned subjects mean to you and you will have a great time and perhaps get the image that is rated that elusive 24 score in competition or something th
at really stirs your passion and you print it and hang it o
n your wall.  Whatever you do, h
ave f
un!
 
Enjoy,
Kim
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Photography Trivia:  
What does the acronym “MINOLTA” stand for?
) (
Our Mission
) (
We seek to promote the knowledge and en
joyment of photography through education, programs, activities and Competition.
) (
River City Camera Club
) (
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“A River Runs Through” by Bob Talsma
) (
In order to submit 6 images, 2 must be in the assigned category.  
You may enter up to 2 images in any other category. 
Categories
:  Assigned, Creative, Nature, Open, Photojournalism, and Portrait
) (
     
Your images for summertime may have had sand on them-hopefully not literally! Dirt will work for this subject also. Ide
as for this would be dunes, dune buggies on dunes, beaches, dirty clothes from falling or playing in dirt or mud, sand seen on the bottom of a shallow body of water such as a stream or edge of a lake, reptiles or birds or animals on or in sand, plants in d
irt, dune grass growing in the sand, bird or animal tracks in the sand, dirt biking or the bike with dirt on it, driftwood in the sand, people laying out on the beach, gravel pits or piles of dirt or sand, beach toys in the sand, or sand castles. 
Sharon V
anderBoon, Competition Chair
) (
Assigned Subject: 
Sand
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February
: 
Tom
 
Finazzi
, Jack Eichner, Patrick Gaffney
March
: 
Sharon VanderBoon, Larry Heydenburg
, Jim Shearer, 
April
: 
Mike Mitchell, Steve Scherbinski, Kevin Povenz
May
 
– Year End
 Pizza party, compet
ition & banquet
) (
September
:  
Song Titles
October
:
Wings
November
:
Summertime
December
: 
Black & White
January
:
Here’s looking down on…
February
:
Sand
March
:
City Scapes
April
: 
Fences & Gates
) (
Assigned Subjects For The Year:
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“
Cecrop
ia Moth
 
Caterpillar
” by Sharon VanderBoon
) (
“A Nice Smile” by Larry Heydenburg
) (
Mnemonics
By 
Carole Kropscot, APSA, Overland Park, Kansas, PSA Journal Dec. 2011
A convenient way to check important items before pressing the shutter button is to use mnemoni
cs, a memory aid, such as a simple word.  By going through the letters in a word, the photographer can be reminded of important factors to double check.  Whatever the photographer’s native language, this memory device can be used.  The following examples a
re 
for English-speaking persons.
For example, FAST can be a reminder for major camera settings.  Focus, Aperture, Shutter speed, and then Take the picture.  Many a photo could be improved by checking and changing the F, A, or S before the T.  The camera’s 
centered point of Focus may not be the desired spot.  The chosen Aperture may not produce the desired depth of field.  The chosen Shutter speed may stop the action when a sense of movement was desired. Then Take the picture!
The word FAST could even be use
d Again!  F for Focal length, A for Angle of the camera, S for “Is it a Snapshot?” and T for Take the picture.
When a photographer discovers repeated problems in his or her own images, he or she can create a custom mnemonic.  For example, if there always s
eems to be a distraction in the background the photographer could choose BD (Background Distraction) or DB (Distraction in the Background). Whatever is easily remembered by that photographer is the best to choose.  Then before pressing the shutter button, 
the help word or initials is remembered ad used. 
Since there are so many aspects to a fine photographic image, it helps to use mnemonics.  Categories to stop and think about are subject placement, quality of the light, leading lines, impact, feeling, mood
, angle of view, ISO, white balance, exposing for the highlights, and many more.
The word, words, or initials help remind the photographer to pause and think before pressing the shutter button.  The large format photographer always too the time to check al
l aspects, because each image too so long to set up and was so costly.  Today’s digital photographer tends to be too quick to press the shutter button after discovering a worthy subject.  PAT (Pause And Think).
) (
“Today’s digital photographer tends to be to
o quick to press the shutter…”
) (
Tips & Techniques
)
 (
“Anatomy of a watch” by Seth Christrup
) (
Fundraising Efforts
Our fundraising efforts are in support of our goal to purchase a new projector for our programs and 
digital
 competit
ions.
Bring those $1 bills to club for a chance to win in our 50/50 raffle.  
In January there were memberships to nature centers, photo
 
book gift cards and photo magazines.  February promises to
 have other 
raffle prizes too! 
We are still working 
out
 the 
logistics for the Light room seminar, tentatively for Saturday March 31.  We will send out information as soon as we have t
he l
ocation secured.
Steve
 
 
) (
Our Program: Photo Critique!
February’s monthly program will be a critique.  You can learn from our top scoring members what are the key components of a great image.  From composition, technical and impac
t how can the images we see be even better?
This is one of our most popular programs in our club.  You get the opportunity to really learn and understand how images can be improved.
Be sure to check out this program!
Patrick Gaffney
) (
“Tufted Titmouse” by Cal Dyk
) (
President
:  
Kim Heibel  540-3428
President@RiverCityCameraClub.org
Vice 
President
:  
Patrick Gaffney
VicePresident@RiverCityCameraClub.org
Treasurer
:  
Wayne Walkotten
Treasurer@RiverCityCameraClub.org
Secretary
:  
Audrey Adams
Secretary@RiverCityCameraClub.org
Digital Coordinator
:  
Kelly Walkotten
RCCCDigital@RiverCityCameraClub.org
Fundraising Chair:
Steve Scherbinski
Steve.Scherbinski@gmail.com
Sunset Manor
:  
Lori Wysocki  498-0159
loriwys@yahoo.com
Competition Chair:
Sharon VanderBoon
Competi
tion@RiverCityCameraClub.org
) (
Who to Contact:
)
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September 2012: Images That Tell A Story
This subject asks for a photojournalism image. (“P-J” is one of our monthly categories in which you may enter images for competition.) Unlike some images, this one ha
s to tell the viewer something, portray a phenomenon, demonstrate a concept, or show what is happening. You tell a story with an image.
October 2012: Happiness Is...
You name it. Show what happiness looks like in your own or someone's life, or maybe in th
e life of an animal. The gamut may range from action to sedation. Some ideas would be watching sports, being active in a sport, running a race, lounging on a beach, going for a walk, the scenes one sees on a walk or drive, taking in a sunset or sunrise, ph
otographing, SCUBA diving, car races, playing with an animal, any hobby, seeing flowers, birding, foods or eating, classic car show, or concerts. 
November 2012: Odd Shapes
Best not to submit an image of anyone you know in this! LOL If we leave out people
, we are left with such things as sculptures, various forms of art and design, buildings, homes, rocks, stones, food items, animals, bugs, plants, birds, cars, shoes, glasses, pottery, boats, clouds, weathered stumps, ornaments, trees, lichens (they form o
dd shapes on whatever they are glowing on), mushrooms, carnival rides, hats, and much more. What is considered odd, is in the eye of the beholder, so this will be interesting. Good sources for odd shapes can be found at Frederick Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
 Park, ArtPrize in downtown Grand Rapids in September, and the La Grande Vitesse (red sculpture) at Calder Plaza in Grand Rapids.
December 2012: Patterns & Textures
Most things have a texture, though for some subjects you may have to look close. Texture a
nd pattern gives an image added interest, and for this month, it needs to be the main theme. Some ideas for this would be clouds, animal fur, cloth, tree bark, leaves, wood grain, carpet, moss, lichen, rope, various art forms, grass, shells, rough rock, fl
owers, feathers, pottery done in a certain way, a car grill or some aspect of a mode of transportation, sponge, fibers of various sorts, animal skins such as alligator or snake, bricks, the keys on your keyboard, or a pile of chains or wire. Feeling creati
ve? See if making the image black and white, or adding an artistic filter would make the image “pop.”
) (
2012-2013 Assigned Subjects 
) (
January 2013: Pink
Make sure you image has plenty of pink in it. Pink is not be hard to find. A few ideas on this are: clothing and accessories, various modes of transportation, toys, signs, glassware, art, a mural, cloth, flowers
, mineral rocks, shells, buildings, home & building interiors, clowns, candy, fish and crustaceans, ice cream, drinks, cans, crayons, pencils, paper, paper clips, books, stuffed animals, sunset skies, appliances, and much more. 
February: Abstracts
An abs
tract is a part of something, or something separated/abstracted from its context or original place. It is zeroing in on a part of the whole subject and photographing only a portion of it. Another sense of the word is, that it is something done in a way tha
t was not meant to be an exact representation of the original. An example would be to photograph a portion of a building, person, or object. Quite possibly someone other than the photographer would not know what the image they are looking at, was a part of
. 
March 2013: Golden Glow Of Evening Light
This is pretty self explanatory. Just take a picture of something or someone in that warm, “sweet light” of evening that occurs before or at sunset. Objects will be side-lighted, shadows longer, and tones warmer
.
April 2013: Windows & Doors
Windows and doors are ubiquitous, but the challenge lies in finding interesting ones, or photographing regular ones in an interesting manner. Some ideas for ready made interesting ones would be those found on old buildings, m
odern buildings, ornate ones, decorated ones, artistically painted ones, odd shaped windows, barns, museums, decrepit buildings, windows with broken glass, stained glass insets in doors and windows, pretty curtains in windows, signs on windows or doors. sh
op windows, boats, trains, other vehicles, a person standing in a window, or special door knobs or latches. 
)
 (
February 17-19:
 Cherry Capital Winter Wonder Fest/Downtown’s Sweetheart of a Sale. Enjoy President’s Day weekend with live music, ice sculptur
es, Frozen Bed Races, A Soup’r Bowl Competition, Monster Dog Pull, and more.
February 18-19:
 Shiver by the River in Frankfort, MI. This includes snow activities, ice carvings, Snowmobile Sno Cross Races, and more.
February 21:
 Marti Gras Parade at 7 p.m. i
n downtown Douglas, MI 
February 25:
 Outhouse 500 in downtown Coopersville, MI. Homemade outhouses on wheels are pushed and pulled by human teams down the main street. That is followed by a decorated toilet seat cover auction. A good chili cook-off happens
 in the Farm Museum toward the end of the races and continues a while after. (I have gone to this several times. It is good, undignified fun.) A foot race in the morning begins the day of events.
February 18:
 Frostbite HomeGrown Saturday in Manistee. (Midw
inter cabin fever beater) Enjoy live music, a winter beer garden, ice carving, and a chili cook-off.
February-March 4
: Rosa Park Circle Ice Rink in downtown Grand Rapids daily from noon to 9:30 PM.
) (
January 31-February 4: 28
th
 Annual Snowfest in downtown
 Muskegon, MI Check Muskegon Convention & Visitors Bureau for details on line.
Ongoing though February 29:
 All Dressed Up-1950’s Style at the Grand Rapids Public Museum. There are 18 mid-century party gowns on display on the 2
nd
 floor in the Bradford galle
ry. Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday noon to 5:00 PM. Tuesday 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM.
February 3-5:
 Icebreaker Festival downtown South Haven, MI. Ice carving, chili cook-off, & ice skating. (I go to this one quite often. The local restaurants 
hand out small portions of chili free! You go from one to another sampling chili. There is also an amateur chili cook-off in a building one block the main street, and there you have to pay to sample chili. Skating demonstration/show happens at the South Ha
ven Ice Rink outdoors, as well as open ice skating. Ice carvings are happening downtown-Phoenix Street.)
February 10:
 
Forest Hills Fine Arts Center presents: Peking Acrobats
February 10-12: 
 Magical Ice Carving Festival in downtown St. Joseph, MI (This is 
one of the better/bigger ice carvings locally.) 
February 11 & 18:
 Hart and Pentwater WinterFest. (Fishing tournament, chili cook-off, snowman building contest, food, live music, “Feezin for a Reason” Polar Bear Dip, and so much more.)
February 11: 
Winterf
est in Benzie County. Some of the activities are: A frozen fish toss, chili cook-off, turkey bowling, bonfire on the beach, fireworks, and more.
) (
Photo Opportunities This Month
)
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Monthly Competition Results
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Year to Date Standings…
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Competition Results
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Formed in 1928 under the name of the Japan-Germany Camera Company by Kazuo Tashima, the name was changed to Molta in 1931 from the German Tiltle Optik und Linsen von Tashima.  The company name was changed to Minolta in 1962 from the full name of 
M
echanica
l 
In
struments and 
O
ptica
L 
by 
TA
shima.
http://www.kameraklub.co.za/trivia.htm
, 
Feb., 2012
) (
Answer:   
What does the acronym “MINOLTA” stand for?
) (
Map:
We meet at Covenant Village of the Great lakes at 2510 Lake Michigan Drive N.W.
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